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www.NestBuilderFinancial.com 

 
“News from the Nest” 

 
Welcome to our quarterly newsletter.  We 
want to make this meaningful for you, so 
please call 847-245-7483 or email us at: 
Mary@NestBuilderFinancial.com with your 
suggestions or comments. 
 
Recently 
We held an Executor’s Bootcamp workshop 
discussing the importance of documenting 
your assets, your wishes and location of key 
estate documents.  Attorney Joyce Bartizal 
was kind enough to give up her Saturday 
morning to address questions about wills, 
trusts, powers of attorney, etc. 
 
In June we fulfilled our biennial requirement 
for the CFP Ethics course, which emphasized 
the “fiduciary standard”. A fiduciary is 
defined by the CFP Board as “One who acts 
in utmost good faith, in a manner he or she 
reasonably believes to be in the best interest 
of the client”.  Be aware that not all financial 
advisors are fiduciaries. 
  
In August we will offer a workshop about 
property taxes. Real estate tax attorney 
Anastasia M. Poulopoulos will be discussing 
the process of appealing your assessment.  
Please contact us for additional information.   
 
Common Cents  
Do new empty-nesters save more once their 
children become independent?  Or do they 
increase spending on their own wants?  
According to the Journal of Financial 
Planning, on average, 51% of households 
increased consumption instead of saving.  
This extra consumption may require the 
spenders to work longer or face more 
dramatic spending cuts later.  The easiest way 
to save the ‘extra’ money is to set up an auto-
savings plan. 

 
 
Handy Tip  
Whether you’ve been gardening for years or 
you’re a newbie, the University of Illinois 
Extension in Grayslake has free resources 
such as brochures, newsletters and a blog at 
your disposal.  Master gardeners are also 
available to answer questions; in fact they 
helped us diagnose and correct a problem 
with a houseplant we had for 30 years!   See 
web.extension.illinois.edu/lake/index.html� 
 
The Extension also has a financial site that 
addresses issues from going through tough 
times to financial tips to suggestions for how 
to choose a financial professional. Once 
you’re on the home page (see link above) just 
key in what you are searching for at the 
Google search at the top of the screen.  
 
Dear Mary,  
We love to travel and move from place to 
place to see the sites, but hotels cost a lot.  
We try to get the best rates, but I suspect that 
we could do better.  Do you have any ideas 
on how to save on hotels?         The Wanderer 
  
Dear Dion, 
It just so happens that the May issue of 
Money magazine had an article on 5-star 
lodging for 3-star prices.  Among the 
recommendations were websites 
www.Jetsetter.com; www.Ideeli.com, 
Vacationist.com and SniqueAway.com.  
While the sites are for members only, you 
can ask to become a member. Several other 
sites auction certificates for hotel stays; see 
LuxuryLink.com or SkyAuction.com.  When 
all else fails, try checking the hotel’s website 
for pricing and then calling.  Note that 
independent hotels have more flexibility with 
rates and with a chain hotel try talking to the 
front desk manager. 
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Have you been to your library lately? 
 
Music, movies, books (paper, e-books and audio books) and live programs and entertainment are 
available at a local library near you.  By way of your property taxes, you are paying for all of 
these features whether you use them or not. Why pay for a book or movie when you can check it 
out at no (additional) cost?  Of course purchasing media you will want to review often, such as a 
favorite CD or a reference book, makes sense, but what about a novel or a biography?  Will you 
really go back and re-read it?   
 
We can’t say if every library offers all of these features, but our experience at our local library 
has been excellent.  We know that many libraries are in media-sharing groups, so even if yours 
does not have a desired book or movie, if it’s available at one of its partners, it can be sent to your 
library for your benefit.  As long as you don’t need access immediately, this is an excellent way 
to access your reading and entertainment materials. 
 
The internet has changed a few things about how patrons can interact with their library.  For 
example, you can search the library catalog from the comfort of your home computer and put 
holds on items you’d like to check out.  You can also renew your items remotely, so if you can’t 
get your books back on time because you’re out of town, just log in and take care of the renewal.  
Have a question for the reference desk?  Go online and enter your query. 
 
Recently we attended a live cooking program and enjoyed sampling the variety of food prepared.  
They also offer Internet for Beginners and book discussions monthly, along with many different 
programs from Railroad History to Meditation Made Easy.  In the summertime, Master Gardeners 
are often available right at the library to answer your perplexing questions. 
 
Think about it before you buy your next book – would it make more sense to borrow it instead? 
 
 
 
We appreciate that your time is valuable.  If you do not want to receive newsletters in the future, 
please let us know.  We will promptly remove you from our newsletter mailing list. 
 

OR 
 

If you’d prefer to view future newsletters online, please send us your email address.   
We do not share your contact information with others. 

�

“The richest person in the world - in fact all the riches in the world - couldn't provide you with 
anything like the endless, incredible loot available at your local library���

�� 
Malcom Forbes 

 
 

Nest Builder Financial Advisors, Ltd.  is a fee-only firm that offers 
financial planning services and objective investment advice.  We are not 
affiliated with mutual fund or insurance companies and do not receive 

commissions to promote their products. 
 

Mary Erl, CFP® 


