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Check out our new Frequently Asked 
Questions section at our website to learn 
more about our services and fees. 

www.NestBuilderFinancial.com 

 
“News from the Nest” 

 
Welcome to our quarterly newsletter.  We 
want to make this meaningful for you, so 
please call 847-245-7483 or email us at: 
Mary@NestBuilderFinancial.com with your 
suggestions or comments. 
 
Recently 
We started a blog!  We’ll cover a variety of 
personal finance topics and you can sign up 
to get the latest posts.  If you click Follow at 
the bottom right, you’ll get auto-updates: 
www.NestBuilderFinancial.wordpress.com  
 
Coming Up 
You’re running out of time if you plan to 
make an IRA contribution for 2011.  This 
year the deadline for contribution is April 
17th.  If an IRA is right for you, don’t delay – 
contribute today.   
 
Common Cents  
If you are an occasional movie watcher, drop 
the movie channels or your Netflix 
subscription and try redbox.com or the 
Redbox at a nearby store.  Better yet, see if 
the library has a copy or can get one for you 
with their sharing program. 
 
Handy Tip 
If you use a credit card for most purchases – 
and pay it off every month – check to see if 
you’re getting the most out of that card.  
Many cards offer a cash-back reward of 1% 
on all purchases.  Some cards offer extra cash 
back on certain purchases, so it pays to take 
notice.  For example, from January – March 
and again in the summer months Discover 
card is paying 5% cash back on gas 
purchases.  So, instead of $4 per gallon, it’s 
like paying $3.80 per gallon.  For every $60 
tank, you’ll earn $3, enough to rent some 
movies at Redbox. 

 
But wait, there’s more! Once you accrue 
cash-back benefits you have the option of 
taking them as a cash benefit or you can use 
the money to buy partner gift cards.  The 
beauty of these partner cards is that you get 
more dollars to spend than the cash value.  
For example, if you are a regular Sam’s Club 
shopper you can use $40 of your rewards 
cash to get $50 worth of Sam’s Club 
merchandise.  So, check your cards, 
understand the rewards and pay off the 
balance every month. 
 
Dear Mary,  
With the interest rates so low, our savings 
accounts aren’t earning any money.  We 
know we’re supposed to have an emergency 
fund that’s in a safe place, but just letting it 
sit there doesn’t seem to make sense.  Do you 
have any ideas?                       Iwanna Income 
 
Dear Iwanna, 
You are not alone in your frustration with 
interest rates.  The Wall Street Journal 
recently listed where the best, safe rates can 
be found.  Each option has pros and cons, and 
will require you to take some action. For 
instance, Consumers Credit Union based in 
Waukegan pays 4% on balances of up to 
$10,000, but you have to do automatic bill 
payments, 12 debit-card transactions and one 
electronic deposit or bill payment monthly.  
I-Bonds are savings bonds issued by the U.S. 
Treasury and are guaranteed to keep pace 
with inflation.  They are a bit complicated, 
but currently you’ll get a 3% yield and the 
interest is exempt from state and local taxes. 
The cons are that the investments are limited 
to $10,000 per person per year, they can’t be 
redeemed in the first year, and you’ll pay a 
penalty if you cash them in before 5 years.  
CD rates are hovering around 1%.  
Combining different types of savings can be 
a good part of a multi-year approach. 
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What We Do 
 
A CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® is like a general practitioner who looks at your vital signs, 
listens for what’s important, and can treat most of what ails you.  When the GP sees something he’s 
not familiar with he calls in the specialists.  When financial planners look at taxes, insurance or 
estate issues, we know when it’s time to call in the expert accountants, attorneys or trusted 
insurance advisors.   
        

 
 
 
As you have become more and more successful, you have probably found that your finances have 
become more and more complex. Climbing the corporate ladder may leave you little time to tend 
to your financial future…someone needs to.  
 
 
 
We appreciate that your time is valuable.  If you do not want to receive newsletters in the future, 
please let us know.  We will promptly remove you from our newsletter mailing list. 
 

OR 
 

If you’d prefer to view future newsletters online, please send us your email address.   
We do not share your contact information with others. 

 
Success isn't something you chase. It is something you have to put forth 
the effort for constantly; then maybe it'll come when you least expect it. 

 

Michael Jordan 
 

Nest Builder Financial Advisors, Ltd.  is a fee-only firm that offers financial planning 
services and objective investment advice.  We are not affiliated with mutual fund or 

insurance companies and do not receive commissions to promote their products. 
 

 
 

Mary Erl, CFP® 


